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Dear Friends,

This year, Women’s Global Education Project is celebrating 10 years 
of educating girls! 

When we first launched WGEP’s flagship Sisters to School program 
in 2004 with just 12 scholars and a handful of supporters, I could not 
have envisioned the impact we would have 10 years later. Because of 
the amazing support WGEP has received over the past decade, our 
program has grown by leaps and bounds: a total of 2,309 scholarships 
awarded, 58 rural villages in Senegal and Kenya impacted, 8,000 
individuals reached. None of this would have been possible without 
the support of friends and donors like you. THANK YOU.

I have also been humbled by the recognition we have received from 
several noteworthy organizations: WBEZ Chicago and Worldview,  
the United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative, Neutrogena, and  
Girl Rising, just to name a few. Now WGEP is also partnering with 
USAID in an expansion project to increase literacy in the Fatik region 
of Senegal where we work.

However, it is still the personal stories of the girls and families in our 
programs that mean the most to me. When I meet girls like Christine, 
Amy and Fridah and they tell me how our program has changed their 
lives, how going to school has opened up new possibilities for them, 
and how they are inspired to be role models for other girls in their 
community—that is when I truly know that our work is making a 
difference.

I want to thank all who have donated, volunteered, promoted, and 
supported us over these past 10 years of educating girls. I am looking 
forward to our next 10 years together!

Yours,

Amy Maglio
Executive Director

2004 
WGEP began with 12 scholars, pictured here with 
their teachers on the first day of 1st grade in 2004.

Letter from the Executive Director

Amy Maglio 
WGEP Executive Director
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Ten Years of Program Impact Overall Impact

Your support of Women’s Global Education Project 
over the past 10 years has allowed us to grow 
exponentially, increasing awareness among girls, 
families and entire communities that education  
for girls can change the world. Together, we have 
made it possible for hundreds of girls to go to  
school, giving them the strength and confidence  
to approach the world in new ways. Thank you for 
supporting and celebrating with us!

Sisters to School
Provides need-based  
scholarships to girls  
in rural Senegal and Kenya

2004  
12 primary school 
scholarships

2013 
2,309 total scholarships 
awarded

Community Awareness 
Program
Raises awareness and  
support for education for 
girls’education

2005
51 community members

2013
over 3,000 community 
members

Kenya Alternative Rite 
of Passage program  
Combats female genital 
mutilation to keep girls in 
school

2007
130 girls participate

2013 
Total of 1,189 girls have 
said NO! to FGM; for  
the first time, ARP also 
included 32 boys 

Parent Workshops
Help parents support their 
daughters in school

2007
60 parents 

2013  
nearly 2,000 parents 

Total Communities 
Reached 

2004
2 villages in Senegal

2013
46 villages in Senegal; 12 
villages in Kenya

WGEP Programs Through the Years

The Next Chapter
Building on the success of the past decade, WGEP is launching 
our new Our Sisters Read program in partnership with  
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). This 
expansion project aims to increase literacy in Senegal’s  
Fatik region through comprehensive literacy education for 
primary school scholars—especially girls—as well as to  
increase access to books and technology throughout the area.
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Fridah

Because her mother passed away and 
her elderly father can no longer work, 
balancing school and helping her family 
has always been hard for Fridah. Through 
perseverance and sheer determination, 
she managed to pass her primary school 
exams, but she didn’t know if she would 
be able to keep her studies going. In 2007, 
a WGEP scholarship allowed 15-year-old 
Fridah to continue her studies  
at Mukothima Girls Secondary School. 
During the school holidays she  
often took manual work to help provide  
for her family. Now a graduate, Fridah 
hopes to become the principal of a 
secondary school so she can help other 
girls in need. She is currently pursuing 
a diploma in Education at Mt. Kenya 
University and is a mentor to younger 
girls in our program.

Christine

Seven-year-old Christine wanted very 
much to go to school. Her family was 
supportive of education, but they could 
not afford to pay school fees. Also, their 
small village of Santhie Berra did not even 
have its own school. Christine’s dream 
finally became reality in 2005 when her 
family found WGEP. Our program gave 
Christine a scholarship to cover school 
fees and expenses, and we helped her 
move in with her grandmother in the 
bigger village of Sokone to attend  
the school there. When she goes home 
to Santhie Berra, she shares the 
knowledge she gains at school and in 
WGEP workshops with her family, 
friends and neighbors. Now 15, Christine 
hopes to complete her education and 
become a doctor.

Amy

Amy’s parents were subsistence farmers 
and could barely put enough together  
to provide food for their family. They 
couldn’t afford to send Amy to school, 
so Amy didn’t go until she was 12, when 
a WGEP scholarship allowed Amy to 
start elementary school for the first time. 
With the support she received from 
WGEP, Amy was able to complete her 
studies and graduate from high school. 
She stands out among other girls in 
her village, many of whom dropped out 
of school early to help support the 
family or to get married and have babies. 
Now 21, she is studying Spanish at  
the University of Dakar and is hoping 
to continue her studies through a PhD.

Ten Years of Program Impact Changing the World, one Sister to School at a time

Christine pictured, above, in 2005 

and, below, with classmates in 2013

Amy started in the Sisters to 

School program in 2005 at age 12

Fridah began the Sisters to School 

program in 2007 and is now pursuing 

a degree at Mt. Kenya University
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2003
Returned Peace Corps volunteer  
Amy Maglio founds Women’s Global 
Education Project

2004
WGEP partners with Adji Senghor to start 
Sisters to School program in Senegal

2004
Executive Director Amy Maglio does 
her first interview on 91.5 FM/WBEZ 
Chicago’s Worldview with Jerome 
McDonnell

2005
WGEP adds secondary school 
scholarships, tutoring, teacher training 
and community awareness meetings

2006
WGEP partners with the Tharaka 
Women’s Welfare Project in Kenya

2007
Sisters to School program started  
in Kenya

Ten Years: A Timeline Ten Years: A Timeline

Joan Sherman, Amy Maglio, Jerome McDonnell and 

Janet McDonnell at Ndajee 2008

Amy & Adji at UNGEI 

ARP Founders, left to right: Colomba, Aniceta and FelicityAdji Senghor (far right) with Sisters to School 

Senegal scholars

Khady Ndiaye, Amy’s host sister and inspiration for 

starting WGEP

2007
“Circumcision With Words” program 
adopted by WGEP to counter female 
genital mutilation as a barrier to girls’ 
education

2008
WGEP hosts parent workshops for  
the first time, reaching 60 individuals 
in Kenya

2009
WGEP enlists 180 community leaders  
in Senegal to champion changes in favor 
of girls’ education 

2010
WGEP selected by Neutrogena as the 
face of girls’ education in their “Wave for 
Change” campaign

2010
United Nations Girls’ Education 
Initiative (UNGEI) recognizes WGEP as a 

“Best Practice” in girls’ education

2011
Executive Director Amy Maglio honored 
by the Chicago Foundation for Women 
with an Impact Award, which recognizes 
local women and men at the heart of the 
global movement for women and girls.

2012
WGEP Senegal adds adult literacy 
training for women and the Textbook 
Library Exchange

2012
WGEP Kenya recruits 15 young men 
as Peer Educators to help increase 
support for girls’ education in their 
communities 

WGEP Board President Joan Sherman, Kenya Project 

Director Aniceta Kiriga and Executive Director Amy 

Maglio with community members

WGEP’s first Kenyan scholars

Alternative Rite of Passage event
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January
Executive Director Amy Maglio 
selected by the International Women’s 
Forum to join its cadre of more than 
5,000 women leaders around the world

February
USAID partners with WGEP to improve 
literacy in the Fatik region of Senegal, 
giving WGEP a 4-year, $1.7 million grant 
to start Our Sisters Read with partner 
FEMMES Plus and Director Adji Senghor

March
Aniceta Kiriga, Director of WGEP Kenya 
partner Tharaka Women’s Welfare 
Project, was one of 47 women named 
by Kenya’s Ministry of Gender as 

“Inspirational Women of the Year!”

April
Executive Director Amy Maglio speaks  
at a public screening of the documentary 
Girl Rising in Oak Park, Illinois

May
WGEP integrated in-school conflict 
management trainings for high school 
girls in Senegal 
 

June
WGEP launches Global Mentor Campaign 
to encourage ongoing support for girls’ 
education

July
Executive Director Amy Maglio’s piece 
in the Chicago Sun-Times talks about 
the importance of educating girls

August
WGEP is chosen by Foundation  
Beyond Belief as a third quarter featured 
beneficiary

September
Senegal Project Coordinator Adji Senghor 
helps deliver new school supplies to our 
Senegalese scholars. 

School supply delivery

October
WGEP’s annual fundraiser, Ndajee!, 
raises a record-breaking $55,000 for 
our work 

 
Our guests of honor Jerome McDonnell, host of Worldview 

on WBEZ 91.5 FM, and Girls Rising director Erin Sarofsky, 

with WGEP Board Member Julie Stagliano

November
WGEP launches “In Her Own Words”  
to share personal testimonials from 
our scholars online

December
Alternative Rite of Passage Program in 
Kenya includes 32 boys 

For the first time ever, boys participated in the 

Alternative Rite of Passage Program in 2013 to show 

their support for their sisters, cousins and friends.

Aniceta posing with her awards

WGEP Project Manager Lily Messih with Safora, who 

has been a WGEP scholar since 2004.

2013: A Year to Remember 2013: A Year to Remember
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2013	 $289,147

2011	 175,960 

2012	 205,845 

2010	 246,712 

2009 	 105,860	

2008 	 46,406

2007 	 98,886

2006 	 60,632

2005 	 23,925

2014 Funds Provided
700 girls with scholarships, tutoring, and mentoring
500 girls and boys in after school clubs
250 girls and 32 boys participated in an alternative right 
of passage to abandon FGM 
1,000 parents and student in health education workshops
500 women in literacy classes
7000 community members in 64 villages reached by  
campaign to promote girls’ education and the importance 
of reading

Revenue

USAID	 27,475
Foundations & Corporations    	 125,506 
Individuals	 90,911 
Events	 45,255

Total Revenue	  $289,147 
 
Expenditures

Programs

Senegal & Kenya	 223,782 

General & Administrative	 27,305 
Fundraising	 17,373

Total Expenditures	  $268,460 

Net assets, end of year = $79,176
 

Statement of Revenue & Expenditures 

January–December 2013

Breakdown of Expenditures

Program 83%

Administrative	17%
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Salon Duo
Ten Thousand Villages,  

Oak Park
Vie Restaurant

Matching Gifts
Allstate Giving Campaign
Bank of America 

Charitable Foundation
BMO Harris Bank
Global Giving
MacArthur Foundation
Motorola Mobility 

Foundation
Qualcomm Foundation

INDIVIDUALS
Visionary Circle
$10,000 & above 
Catherine & Jeff Cappel
Kathryn Goetz
Sarah Miyata  

& Stephen G. Weber

Leaders’ Circle
$5,000 & above 
Lynn Besser
Teenie Matlock  

& Paul Maglio

Sisters’ Circle
$1,000–4,999
Lucy & Peter Ascoli
Roger Brownworth
Donna Cook  

& Matt Maciejewski
Jennifer  

& Christopher Dunn
April & Paul Donnellan
Cynthia K. Erler  

& Michael Melvin
Daphne Hoch-Cunningham 

& John Cunningham
Laura Kennedy  

& Christopher Boffey
Norma & Phil Maglio

Sarah McCarthy  
& Diarmaid Collins

Michele Moore & Family
Katherine  

& Oliver Nicklin
Marie Olmos
Polly & Ken Rattner
Erin Sarofsky
Carol Wyant

Guardians
$500–$999
Sonya Anderson
John Andresen
Ardelle Baroni
Stephanie & Peter Clemson
Gina Donlin
Mignon W. Dupepe  

& John B. Snyder Jr.
Herb Eckhouse
Elizabeth Brennan Ellis  

& Lincoln Ellis
Wendy Espeland  

& Bruce Carruthers
Frank Fletcher
Laura & Eric Jordahl
Nancy Juda  

& Jens Brasch
Catherine Kallal  

& Maurice Lemon
Suzanne & Daniel Kanter
Alan Mason
Lily Messih  

& Jeff Jacobson
Eve & Fred Ozer
Ellen Saunders
Jill & Michael Schield
Nancy & John Schuessler
Joan & Bruce Sherman
Julie Stagliano
Bill Taylor
Molly Waite
Carol & Scott Webster
Susan Weissman  

& Doug Reifler
Suzanne Wychocki
Natalie & Gerardo Zavala

Partners
$300–$499
Stacey Chamberlain  

& Michael Swaine
Ellen & Brian Clayton
Elly Frymire Cone
Janet H. Cowel
Rachel & Zachary Fardon
Mimi & Bud Frankel
Tasha Gelling
Janet B. Hanley
Deana  

& Christopher Herrman
Nancy Hild
Jed  

& Marsha Lynn Jacobson
Regina Bowgierd Kulczycki 

& John Kulczycki
Janet  

& Jerome McDonnell
Kristen Meyers
Kara Palamountain  

& Nirav Shah
Cherrod Pate
Barbara Rose & Neil Peck
Jennifer Sachs & Bill Maggs
Lawrence Sherman
Sherry Siegel
Yao & Dan Streng
Gail & Al Tangora
Venessa & Joe Tornabene
Jennifer & Eduardo Torres

Supporters
$100–$299
Fred & Kersti Azar
Katherine  

& A. Wynn Bailey
Dean Balice
Peter & Elena Baroni
Brendan Billingsley
Marilou Bleecker
Emma Bluck
Ronda Billig  

& Phillip Boffey
Ceil Miller Bouchet  

& Guy Bouchet

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
USAID

CORPORATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS
Grants & Contributions
$10,000–$25,000
Chicago Community Trust 

Donor Advised Fund
Foundation Beyond Belief
Holthues Trust
Manaaki Foundation
Qualcomm Foundation
Thanksgiving Fund
The International 

Foundation
The Stone Family 

Foundation

$3,000–$9,999 
Rotary Club of Oak  

Park-River Forest

Rubens Family 
Foundation

$1,000–$2,999 
Motorola Mobility 

Foundation

$500–$999 
Bank of America 

Charitable Foundation
Leinenweber, Baroni  

& Daffada LLC
Mortgage Resource Group
Nova Catholic Community
Taylor Wester Enterprises- 

Yoga Trek

$299 & Under 
Allstate Giving Campaign
Gail L. Mathews  

& Associates, LLC
MacArthur Foundation

Western Montana 
Returned Peace Corps 
Volunteers

Event Support
North Pond Restaurant
Sandbox Studio, Chicago

In Kind Gifts
Dana DeAno
Laura Grier, Beautiful Day 

Photography
Ellen Harris
Daniel Harris, BackStop 

Images 
Nancy Kabusinze
Kristin Mariani, RedShift
Isobel Neal
Julie Rivera,  

Rivera Designs 
Laura Scher
Marla Seibold
Lawrence Sherman
Sue Sommers
Tess Stender
Debra Tolchinsky
AMW Consuling
Anthony Lullo’s Hair Salon 
Brookfield Zoo
Chicago Chocolate Tours
Chicago Council on Global 

Global Affairs
Chicago Pizza Tours
Expressions Art Studio
Fine Vine Wines
French Pastry School
Frontera Grill  

& Rick Bayless
Green Mountain Coffee 

Roasters 
Maya Del Sol
Museum of Science and 

Industry
Nellecote Restaurant
North Pond Restaurant
Prairie Grass Café
Robert Houde Wines

Supporter Spotlight

We thank our supporters who have 
been with us since the beginning. 
Thank you for supporting WGEP 
these past 10 years!

Bill Taylor 
Molly Waite
Nancy Juda 

Nancy Hild 
Lynn Besser
Norma & 
Phil Maglio  
Eve Ozer

Henry Adams said, ‘A teacher 
touches infinity. He never 
knows where his influence ends.’ 
May your students always be a 
blessing upon you.

It’s hard to believe that it’s 
been 10 years!  It’s been very 
exciting and gratifying to  
see WGEP thrive and grow. 
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Former Board, Staff & Volunteers

Tiffini Andorful
Christopher Boffey
Michael Branigan
Robert Breymaier
Malii Brown
Alicia Caillier
Kirsten Carlo
Shoshana Cohen
Judy Cohen
Elizabeth Cohen	
Dominique Covington
Wendy Daniels
Jamie Diatta
Claire Donnellan
Sophie Donnellan
Sarah Eisner
Emily Fitch
Ashley Friend
Kenneth Garstka
Michele Gavin
Barbara Glaessner 

Novak
Corey Goodwin
Alice Harra Matesanz

Lauren Herzog
Katrina Jackson
Christina Jose
Safietou Kane
Emily Lo
Elida Lynch
Angela Maguire
Eileen Maloney
Lauren Manning
Linsey Maughan
Caroline McCoy
James McDonald
Jerome McDonnell
Lucy McNichols
Michele Moore
Jenné Myers
Bradley Nagle
Laura Napoli
Abdoulaye Ndiaye
Paul Ndong
Monica Newmark
Tracy Nicholas
Keyra Ogden
Celina Perez

Christine Peterson
Valderes Pou
Robert Reid
Erin Roberts
Christie Schuessler
James Schwartz
Bruce Sherman
Emma Sherman
Kate Sherman
Camille Snyder
Elizabeth Solem
Julia Sportolari
Miriam St. John
Tess Stender
Kirsten Straughan
Corrine Strolger
Jennifer Torres
Heather Vezina
Kathryn Wade
Hayley Webster
Allison Welch
Kate Wester
Simone Wheeler
Laura Wilson

Judy & Bruce Brenner
Shannon Cahill  

& Jan Van Mieghem
Tessa Cappel
Chris Chen  

& Michael Branigan
Megan & Craig Chesney
Meghan Christopher
Carol Beth Conklin
Nancy Cunniff  

& Alan Zunamon 
Blair Darney  

& Michael Sterner
Valerie & Gregg Dixon
Mary Ethington
Elizabeth Ferruelo
MaryBeth  

& Edward Fitch
Lucinda Fox
Aileen Furlong Caffrey
Roberta P. Glick
Jody Garber Gross
Brian Hanson  

& Karen Alter-Hanson
Moe & John Hartigan
Christine Hauri
Sandy Herrick
Ramon & Gloria Hoff
Nancy Horn
Sanders & Susan Howse
Beth & Andrew Isaacs
Paula R. Kahn
Carolyn  

& David Kalinich
Judi & Barry Kanne
Teresa Kawalski
Annie Kawalski
Jennifer Kenoian
Juliana Kerr
Evangelina R. Kerr
Rebecca & Jeffrey Kremin
Robert Langdon
Noreen  

& Robert Lassandrello
John Mancini
John P. Mcallister  

& Laura F. Edwards

Joan & John McLane
Patricia Michelsen
Kevin & Marilyn Miller
Daniel Morris
Richard Mott
Mosan Cathy  

& Dabba Veronique 
Ndong

Isobel Neal
Peggy Nelson
Edith W. Njuguna
Lisa Pesavento
Emily Plachy
Judy Reggio Wolff
Judy Robinson
Amy Salgado
Judith Scholl Lee
Jerry Seidel
William  

& Elizabeth Sharpe
Adele Simmons
Kathy & Robert Slaughter
Ellen Somberg
Manon Spadero
Cameron Spencer
Linda Stine
Peggy & Bill Stuart
Noelle Studer-Spevak  

& Eli Spevak
Michael Swaine
Terry Tennes
Robin & Robert Tragesser
Patricia Tuohy
Annette Turow
Mel F.  Vanliedekerke
Dr. & Mrs. Philip C. Watt
Alice Wilard  

& Robert Baker
Tauffaui Wilkes
Jocelyn Winnecke

 Friends
$99 & under
James Breymaier  

& Bharathi Jayaram
Kirsten & Armando Carlo
Patricia Cotter

Wendy Fiero
Becky Frederick
Ashley Friend
Michelle Gavin
Charles & Nadine Gelman
Helen I. Gullo
Joanna Gwinn
Kathleen Hayman
Coray & Stephen Hoffner
Gretchen  

& Dexter Kamilewicz
Sue L. Kehias
Karen Kelly
Mali Korc
Phyllis Kramer
Susan Magee
Amy Maglio & Rob Reid
Rhea Mariano
Elizabeth P. Martin
Tuny Mokrauer  

& Dan Madden
Jodi Moore
Omar 
Christine & Brad Peterson
Susan Pierson  

& Gregory Vachon
Deborah Plager  

& Alexander Kamilewicz
Howard Raik
Cynthia Reeves
Norma Rixter
Marily Schonthal
James & Nancy Scott
Susan Sensemann
Judy H. Sherr
Richard Smiley
Virginia Ubik
Annisa Wanat
Winona Watson
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WGEP Staff
Amy Maglio 
Executive Director

Lily Messih 
Program Manager

Daniela Bovio 
Bookkeeper

Edevina Quetua 
Communications

Kirsten Turpel
Project Assistant

Krishna Rami
Project Intern

Kendal Gee
Project Intern 

Alex Kenoian
Project Intern 

Katherine Koller
Project Intern

Founding Board
Amy Maglio
Elise Annunziata
Laura Kennedy
Sheila Thornton

Board of Directors
Joan K. Sherman 
President

Christopher Dunn 
Treasurer

April Kanne Donnellan 
Secretary

Juliana Kerr
Julie Stagliano

International Partners
Adjiratou Senghor, 
Senegal Project Director, 
Femmes Plus

Aniceta Kiriga
Kenya Project Director, 
Tharaka Women’s  
Welfare Program

Advisory Council
Sonya Anderson
Elise Annunziata
Lucy Ascoli
Lynn Besser
Nancy Juda
Soudary  

Kittivong-Greenbaum
Edith Njuguna
Barbara Rose
Jennifer Sachs
Bill Taylor
Catherine Cappel

Event Committee & 
Volunteers
Elizabeth Ferruelo
Laura Jordahl
Suzanne Kanter
Jennifer Kenoian
Sarah Miyata
Monica Prestifilippo

Annual Report 2013
Text by Amy Maglio, Keyra 

Ogden, Edevina Quetua, Kirsten 

Turpel; Photos by Laura Grier, 

Aniceta Kiriga, Amy Maglio, 

Lily Messih, Adji Senghor, Julie 

Stagliano; Design by Sandbox 

Studio, Chicago

2013
Our first 12 scholars with their  
classmates 10 years later!
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Women’s Global  
Education Project

136 N Marion St, Suite 201 
Oak Park, Illinois 60301

www.womensglobal.org
708 613 5260
womensglobal@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook,  
Twitter, YouTube, Flickr,  
and GlobalGiving


